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Introduction.

National and Institutional Decay.

f functions which

resist death. The definition — all admit —41s correct, though it
i+s has not expltieit—moer—has the comprehefisive clearness that is
required in a definition. But it is pregnant /suggestive\  What is
necessary /supernecessary\ /it renders necessary\ /75 to define, or, at least,
to give—a——shadew—eof outline a finition of death. In itself
death is nothing, that 1is, annot be defined so as to be
understood; absolute extinc¥ion, unless it Dbe the absolute

extinction of form, the no¥ion of which we derive directly from
experience, cannot enterinto our comprehension. From a material
standpoint, death ca almost be defined as decay. When an
organism decays, it fends to die. Death is more: it consists in
absolute decay. Decay means disintegration. Death means
absolute, pure disintegration, disintegration unintegrated.

We are MfAow 1in a position to understand what the French
medical philosopher meant by his definition: this, that life is
the sum-£otal of functions that resist total disintegration. If
1fe” we put “witality,” wishing to define this, the
ition is, naturally, not simply disintegration, because, as
we” shall see, this is a condition of life
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little changed: Vitality is the sum-total of functions
resist disintegration — not now total disintegration,
disintegration itself, any disintegration at all.

“Disintegration,” of course, can be translated by “de

Disintegration is a condition of life;
a perpetual disintegration,

the life
a perpetual
But life 1is
includes integration also. All must cha
till death) the unity t
This is what is called life.

f organisms is
chafige, a perpetual
disintegration: it

e except

epey—te decay. more tha
(for a time,
of course — t we call the organism.

The elements must pass — it is the

law — but the mould, the form, “that there may be 1life, must
remain. We arrive then at a sifple definition of life: Life is
disintegration integrated. We do not deny the extreme

conciseness of this defi
complete and comprehen
an exact one — £h 1

tion. But we do not intend to give a

ve definition. For our purpose — to give
is sufficient.
yet abandoned that phrase

suggestiveness Of it,

We have no of Bichat. The

its pregnancy, consists in its peculiar

tune. All lifes — it indicates — is a battle; the words “resist
death” arg” mere—thanr most often true;—mere—thanapt——seome—than
and corficlusive. That definition of ours — “disintegration
integrated” — is correct but not representatively comprehensive;
i evokes no sweh vivid and large idea. The French philo-

4
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sopher’s phrase does; it betrays a comprehension
effort, of the perpetual
organism for its own conservation.
All life consists indeed in

the combat agalnst disper

o
perpetual organic Str
Sisting disintegration, in
and loss of the organic unity. All
things tend to fhitegrate the organism and the organism’s
whole att is to resist that disintegration. The power of
isting disintegration is what is called vitality.

Let us carry our analysis further.
it 1is, capable of

If the organism be, as
integration and of disintegration, it 1is
evident that it must contain a force that makes,
make it, to keep it one,
that is,
relatively easy,

or tends to
as well as another force that tends to
to kill it.
to determine what these are.

The organism 1s indeed but it is not simple,
indivisible as the “soul,” according to the spiritualist notion
of it in philosophy. The organism is composed of a great number
of elements — finally, ema—the within biology. Now all
multiplicity, all lack of proper unity involves disintegration.
This 1is why theologians argue that the being one and
simple, they, from their standpoint,
if the soul be admitted to be one and simple,
allowed to be immortal,
decay of

make it many, to disintegrate it, Now it is

easy,

one,

cells,

“soul”
it is immortal; are right:
it cannot but be

since 1t contains not the element of
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death, of disintegration, and that element is composition,
multiplicity in its 72\ unity. This the organism has: hence the

force of disintegration.
The force of integration is more mysterious; in it lies
that

The organism is indeed composed of many

the
unification that 1is.

problem. It is not unity is mysterious; it 1is

elements. But it is not a sum, it 1is a synthesis. To borrow

chemical language, the organism is a combination, not a mixture.
The combination of the elements in the organism produces some
things more than is contained in the elements, though the nature
of that we ignore, as fully indeed as we ignore the nature of
the chemical change. Whatever that and all
we know of it is that it rises out of the union of the elements
and is dependent on them, we are sure that it is in it that the
integrating force of the organism lies. The peculiar synthesis
that is 1life, indicates the integration,
and the the
synthesis of of them, 1is

integrating force.

“something more” is,

that is the organism,

is, that makes organism a
and not a the
We cannot go further because no science can

force, whatever it

its elements sum

take us.

Thus, to put things in a fitting manner, the organism 1is
liable to disintegration because it is many (that is, composed
of elements) and capable of integration because it is one, that
is, because those elements are unified.

But it should be remembered that the organism is

6
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fundamentally many (that 1is, composite) and not one. This
melancholy truth must be learned of 1life (and it is this that
gives such exactness to the definition of Bichét): the essence
of it is disintegration, tendency to decay. Because the essence
of the organism is not unity but multiplicity (though it exists
by being a unity), which is easily seen when we, considering its
dual nature of one and multiple, examine whether it can be
described as “unity made multiplicity” or better as
“multiplicity made unity.” Obviously the latter is the Dbetter

phrase. /Untod Hence the preponderance of the disintegrating over
the integrating tendency. Hence the tendency of all things to
decay, hence the decay of all things that live, hence, in a
word, the sad law of death. That paradoxical definition — “life
is death” — remains the best.
IT.

These simple facts, being true of life in itself, are

susceptible of application to all lives and forms of 1life, not

only to organisms proper, but also to those other species of
organisms — societies and nations.

If we concern ourselves with the state,
seeing that it is an organism,

with a nation,
we are bound to find it obey the

law of organisms, of 1life: it must contain a force that
integrates and a disintegrating force.
Let us apply to the organism called the state the
7
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49/4-73@-/0 general law of life. Which are the elements (corresponding to
cells) of this organism? Obviously the people, that is, the
il 4“”/‘,;- yZe S ZL—M)—-MM? 7~ individuals composing the nation. Which is then, in the state,

%//% FEERMBRARARETSP R B fspids | Ao ] B the force that integrates, which the force that disintegrates?
Hreload oy s X | o R et There is an exact analogy — how could there not be, since both
W{@z:,—/éz—%“ Mot hlgonZ Mzr/M T~ are living “bodies”? — with the individual organism. Thus, in
(7;& o bbbl i) 2 Ll L b bl the state, obviously, the disintegrating force is that which
ikt A | bt Kray | i 2 e bl P L makes the people many — their number — and the integrating force
L\ e e A A BT bz, is that which makes them one, a people — the whete unification
//,,/.M 4l pmact | i N "4“_/“/‘4”“‘”‘7* e OF sentiments, of character brought about by identity of race,
e L el N ﬁ« M el | dee | of climate, of history, etc. The disintegrating force is in the

%: Lot _/,74 é.«-ﬁn PRES 237~ RPAPRET-DBY = fact that the people are many; the integrating force in the fact
S thinnint Ll it £, M/w ot that they have a collective opinion and will, better, a

//«flmt:,«,r Z s /4,«, P zr/d~ collective sentiment.
%Z,(—-ﬂ/&y/,& fre pne ,éLZ /,“w Since all wvitality consists in the power of resisting
/M—- -@-4% % 047/@«« VS s BT decay, the wvital energy of all states consists in avoiding
A @/,./,5—“._,,47 -,z—/,,,w// Wﬁ,«,:i individualization of opinion, and this individualization has two
4«7’ D beieg ‘««,/«)a. B Sy S B B DL B 8 forms: one by fac‘lciclm{ and the .ot.her by carelessness and sloi?h,
;7» T S //m PUPSVE 2o PN AP one by elxtreme dllVlSlOI’I of.oplnlons, e-f the other by growing
A A%ﬁ“ ﬁM D T AL ki lack of interest in the duties of a citizens. All government —
Yerad | z,zj,z—‘?}ymﬁ,m //w',;ﬁf,,_?, Lt 7 ain at least, all good government — supposes a more oOr less great
75 S, A.—,a‘.a,c;/ GeTiney, | AR el ot~ consciousness of opinion, that is, a thing that can be called a

N1 ] Nt 2

4.,,‘,,4/,,,/ SNERGSSZIRPHPANNPEDUHNERA AR PRRAR popular will. Aldr—natienality——suppeses What 1is said, more

Mw,,.,,/ Fas o Ty Mt ot & it I limitedly, of opinion can be said, more {..} of sentiment, all
' W’"" “"A“"‘JZZZ’““” nationality supposes an active collective character, collective

MM% %,W i b "“%, PN sentiment, when this grows proportionate, the |*individually
ﬁ(— ;| sz /.,yw—ma,w/f«/\.m %—ﬁ‘“@»a—-{:, baSiS tO tOtter.|
%ﬂ 27 ettt s (BT Lol | | B il e A | The expression of the popular will is the government: that

‘ is the highest manifestation of the integrating tendency (just
ah as the brain is the highest integration

www.modernismo.pt
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F9A- 72‘/’,' of the organism). The individual, qua individual, is, 1in the
state, the expression of the disintegration tendency.

The government representing the will of the people (we
have been speaking, of course, of an internally free country)

/7,ﬁ7;7ﬂ“an¢ TRe aﬁxa;a;z,a%aa44¢aa4{ k| e

23 /ZZ/;:’““M’”/”‘:? ﬁi;t//%_’ and the “will of the people” representing the integrating

7 %r,,oa// ﬁ//z ,{/M“& %&_hﬁ__@é JEE tendency in the state, thatlwhlchlglvesl it, though composeld of a
A rodr T A kit z—z?%, large number of elements, 1its unity; 1f the government (in the

/ ,,f/ . s M/ B dp W%/ exact sense of the governing, not of the governors) be

ﬁ“ WWM(— ANE_-ma) D AT G| ok consistently incapable, troubled, incoherent, the conclusion to

/é‘—fw'mww/ Ao , Lol feia Keunitirs AT o be drawn is that the activity of disintegration is becoming

ad,,m L7 L e | 45 m /;:Mczj—-w IZAPES , I3

o A

greater in the state than the contrary force of activity, and
G lldin i /9444374%a« 4ﬁr-a«z;«,/A;M,4 P s

P 7T that the country is in decay. The death of the state — it is
m ApE=p= SRR ANANRRZ 2Rl ccof Tt ﬁ%&‘. hardly necessary to add — were where everyone should do as he
R ars A«M/ URRNERARE==2EVIRPSINFIPAe PREBRELE] Y y y u
bl | ot Lo 7L e 2 SF //«WWAA el At LIS b | liked, following his will to its end. Why? Because this were the

}/fmﬁkwﬁ,‘é,dzm/ I gt LS = abolition of the collective will and substitution of the

Bl | o | AT | bk IBENRET AR ALt individual one: hence complete disintegration.
M»‘M:uéél“. All this we have said of the decay of the states may mean
G20 = L AAe M}// A ey *"Zﬁay or not the decay brought about merely in their governing powers.
M T YT S If we deal with a free aatien state, obviously the decay in the
Sgn UL NECdE CRNERAR Sl o i governing powers means a decay 1in the whole nation; if in a
Briid, T vay il R Garmainns ,./.MM rrebinot | Lo ] ‘ !
1 /W bl aniety o ‘“‘Ww/w-/z,\ nation not free, the decay of governing powers, of powers
:77/ PRANREIRDINSREP-P ABRG" SPRE RRANEAS20Y proper, does not of necessity involve national decay, but
/wwﬁ,/wﬁ/(_ i oia, ol G certainly the decay of the institutions, of the groups that
Eotr A A b T o AT Aad el LIS LTS command, and whose state does not of necessity represent the
Gt ARl Ans ettt | b L At A ,/ 3 state of the people. We will now proceed to study institutional,
’j“‘““/“”“‘ N T Tt “’” e as contrasted with national, decadence.
9
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TRA1TA III.
1 Power has three forms — force, authority and opinion. All
Gt Lon HoT frmrs i, el T Sl G the evolution of nations and of societies is fundamentally an
GGl e aeB [ sleifE e eieeeioface, s eneeven|  ascension on the scale of those, from the first to the last.

| FEldcakl A ST Lo L foand T (BT ot k| goveme First came the state of violence, rising slowly out of its pure

e BEPZARTED~ SRR S T = form in the savage tribes and groups. Then comes the rule of
M T T e authority, begotten of force. And all tends to, or a5 is at, the
fels LM e foce ) ol oty | T o R T e ) o L . . .
A A =T T TN = sway of opinion, this word meaning, of course, “popular will,”
S iiin lisr | o porceniyg  F Ceveras FAVSNpRE 7 RMCY 95 . .
T /(,))/ PR f"&:f’ S s o7 S “democracy.” (The persistence of monarchy, authority’s best {..},
Criott. ! L Ve R V.Y A = by 1 bl &0 faud] T pan ) .
7 ¢ } /’f‘ ’ R 54 is proof that our {..})
Ol | s | env Gty Attt PO ool &ftos ot 4 Zx . .
1L Z4 PR All this evolution represents the gradual approach to the
Govenmsent] of | L | habdigo | L M madin | A Bl | rediaits
7 Vi g

government of the nation by the nation. It begins virtually at
an anarchical or semi-anarchical state of things: it 1s the
empire of force, the government of the weak by the strong and of

P, | kel Ll pl b, Ll Al T o~
Aan  Hrdn Kt - o {:;v %‘7(, :

el of | AT Alnm

g | T (,“7«”; ;‘/Lu. HET o
7 ,/t

S Al AT anS| g M limg | by | AT b e el
/ & A 4 o5

,éué,;/, et | H o KARgRRn el L el thg strorllg py the siI:rongelr. Tlr.le state of society is then one of
| gy | Barel (4T s gt Lttt o e i | *intermissive| strife (if this word may he:;e be usled), ong of
/AW/;%MA, {W%;JAW- ot ) | ot | ir o fhn e | latent| or every-day war. Then gradual integration begins;
[He M/chm /zf//zg‘;f Lt | LT bt | e | A2 in first it is partial. The selection of the fittest begins to
getiit| Mol b bzt | o) bo o e ) Lt Lo ks split the tribe or nation (no matter how it is called) into two
’4»»m~¢9 Ao A fiimes od Sl PG Aven #m|  parts. Monarchy and aristocracy are Dborn. This means that
Ao 6 K S e antBa s v i -l Z | force| is transformed with authority. “Transformed” — be the
Aol Zot, o AT el it Lo g oo — AT Ty word noted, for it must not be forgotten — and this is of
. TITe T Bt Poiin s — | Fd | e "y‘/;w'f Awis o sovereign importance — that the original basis of authority is
Futlosnts b flrron b et Hu A M, Foall | vy ol force; nor would there be any other basis, any other origin to
Ao | Al TG o] ot Lo SEE authority; authority would not become authority in any other
P2 ,‘,:7)‘ S /”: . ‘ i Way.

10
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Transcrigédo

The chief or leader of savage tribes is not always
considerably less in ©possession of ©power,
authority is not yet sufficiently evolved from force)
type of the absolute monarch, but he contains the t essence of
him. The presence of a chief indicates existence of the element
“authority” in the tribe.

(being
because
an earlier

often

Time works the further transformation

and force 1is gradually changed into authority. Superstition
becomes religion. The king is “god-ordained.”
The essence of the idea of monarchy is, we see, authority.

But authority involves other ideas. Monarchy -Hnrelwd is but one
manifestation of it. The authoritarian or conservative spirit
has three forms: it is monarchical, it is religious, and it is
militarist.
The superstitious veneration or respect for the chief in
tribes becomes the monarchical spirit, and the
superstition remains, the sacred nature of the king remains, he
being considered ordained, given his rights, by God. With a
religion 44ke like that of ancient Rome he may be considered a
ged god, or of the family of the gods,
the close union, the
religion.

We have seen that the spirit of authority rises out of the
spirit of force by a superficial transformation,
or less afterwards, not at all by
elimination or a substitution

lower

or an embryo deity. Hence
inseparable nature of monarchy and of

deepening more

anything resembling an
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Transcrigédo

of its characteristics. The savage superstitious veneration for
had Dbecome the less savage Dbut mere quite as
respect for a monarch conceived as ordained by
spirit of the

a chief
superstitious
God. Similarly the oppressive and ferocious
earlier age is turned down into the spirit of conquest, that is,
violence. But the Dbasis of both forms of
they are both aggressiveness, and

of external
aggressiveness is the same;
this contains all.

Authority introduces into force, or, rather, into the
instincts and passions that characterize the period of force,
the factor “order.” Authority is but force made, not orderly,
but ordered. We believe these words impart something of the
significance we mean them to convey. But the essence of
authority is still force. Hence what goes is the “externals” of
savagery, the incoherent superstitious instinct that, in one of
its two forms, almost makes an idol of the ¥Ximg chief, the open
fierceness and constant pugnacity of the age of force; all
these, which Dbear the Dbrand of disorder, Dbecame Dby the
introduction of order, the religious, monarchical, militant
instinct. We can now see how the psychology of conservation, of
authority, involves in its very essence these three instincts,
really but three forms of itself, entirely inseparable from it,
entirely constitutive of it: monarchy, militarism, religion. And
the last is not the least.

Then comes the degeneration of authority and the

12
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Transcrigédo

formation of the rule of opinion. History tells us that this is
always obtained by a revolution of the same kind. Let us grasp
the process of degeneration of which we have spoken.

The result of the system of authority is to establish and
to radicate a monarchy and aristocracy, a religion and a
militarist and warlike spirit, for authority rests still
fundamentally on force, showing thus its origin. The system of
authority finds it easy to exist so long as it imposes itself+ —
morally, not by force, for when it needs force it is not its
end. To impose itself morally it needs two things: dignity on
its side and ignorance, “superstition” on that of the peoples the
second more necessary than the first. Now as the fate of all
things 1s to decay, it happens always that the system of
authority degenerates. But at the same time the people, by
gradual education and natural development, rise out of their
ignorance and |fetichism|. The less dignity authority has, the
more strength opinion obtains. The decadence of the one aids the
evolution of the other. It Dbecomes evident that one will
eliminate or substitute the other; and it is easy to see that it
is opinion that will eliminate authority.

By their degeneration monarchy and aristocracy become
imbecile, base and cruel. The system of authority begins to

totter. Corruption and oppression then come into the scene. The
army, which had been used for war (that is, for external
violence) becomes (unless 1t shortens matters by placing itself

on the people’s side) used for internal violence. Corrup-

13
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tion normally accompanies violence. The reason why is clear.
There 1is an excellent reason for it. The system of authority
begins to loose its grip on the popular mind, but as that mind
is not raised yet to large civic consciousness, the system of
authority hangs over those it can, those yet unconscious of the
baseness of being bought. And at the same time as it buys those
or corrupts them in the innumerable ways there are of corrupting
(some of them so honest!), the system of authority falls upon
the others, those that cannot be bought, the clear-sighted of
the rising "“middle” or “lower” classes. Corruption for some,
violence for others — oppression for all. The revolutionary
spirit is the immediate product.

The story ends differently in different countries, it is
even radically different in various nations, owing to the other
influences, but a revolution or an attempt at one is sure to
come; what follows it is also, of course, not the same in all
cases.

The last phrase leads us naturally to closing this section
with an explanation as owed the reader. O0Of course the
collaborating causes of the institutional decay or regeneration

of a country are many, complex and interactive — the race, +he
etimate; the character of the people, *auw, etc., or accidental
circumstances. The natural decay of institutions is but the

central fact, but it may be controlled by causes which differ in
various countries, Jjust as the primary origin of
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Transcrigédo
ady have drawn a fair idea of what is national, what
institutional decay. We have not vyet however sufficiently

indicated their points of similarity and their differences.

In e first place since both are decay they must have a
resemblance N\In what does that consist?

All decaynin question is direct political decay — we are
at present concerhed with no other. Now the sentiments that are
legitimate in the sphkere of government are, on the part of the
citizen, a feeling of itizenship, of responsibility as member
of a state, part indesd of his ©personal dignity and,
fundamentally, a branch of his_instinct of preservation of life
and of happiness, depending en ch on the preservation of the
state; hence the duty every citigen feels of defending his
country and of having interest and taking part in its government
by his vote. On the part of the man who governs the legitimate,
the same state of mind consists in the sentiwment of public good,
of responsibility towards the nation, mingled with the half-
selfish desire of winning approbation thereby.

Now we have shown that all political degenerat
in an individualization (so we will call it, for want
expressive word), and this means absorption of the sentime
the citizen in those of the man, substitution of these
those. Thus in the citizen, carelessness of public matters takes

n consists

place of interest, and And another thing may occur,

really as expressive of national

SO on.
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We turn now to public men, to those who govern, for we
een dealing but with those who are governed, with the body
of the™Ngation. In times of social health the politician finds
two sentiments more or less balanced in his mind: the desire of
public and the desire to distinguish himself, his
personality b¥x_contributing to it. No sooner does decadence
begin, however, han in the politician the first sentiment is
overthrown by second: the public man becomes merely
ambitious, unscrupuldys, aiming at interest or at effect,
accordingly as he represents one or other section of the
degenerated people. The\_conservative ©politician nourishes
feelings of oppression, of rsh ambition of power; the more
liberal politician tends rather to dishonesty, to care in
personal aggrandisement alone, and the popular representative,
the revolutionary aims at mere verbal attraction of the masses,
careless of all results of his speaking, un¥epthinking in {..}
and in expression.

Thus, the citizen sunk everywhere in “he man, in the two
forms of this — faction and inaction — the whole community sinks
in a wave of disorder.

This 1is national decay.! [NOTE.! This, theNyreader will
understand, is to be taken with an explanation identitcql to that
given by us 1in the end of the third section this
Introduction.]

From these observations it might seem that only ee
nations are liable to national decadence. No: extremes meet. It
may take place also in a nation under absolutism. For
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in a country under absolute government the people are
SO base as in their great majority to submit, to abdicate
i natural rights, or so weak as to be unable to
overthrow o resist the oppressors, it 1is Jjust as 1if they
consented in € government, as 1if they gave it their aid,
making their common~ cause with it. “He who 1is not for me 1is
against me” says seems old phrase; here it is “he who is not
against me is for me.” The is a Portuguese proverb that says —
“He who says nothing gives his~gconsent”; it is applicable here.
Between this kind of national de and the other there is, as
will be better understood further ony~ere a radical difference:
the first 1is pure national decay; the cond is institutional
decay because national decadence.

Analysing the matter well, we find tha
complete national decay is this last, for that ta
free nations is more want to be ameng manifested Db
rather than by sloth and carelessness.

the true and
i place in
faction

- Iv. —

We are now 1n a position to compare and distinguish
national and institutional decay. The essential distinction
between them is easy to make and easier to understand. In the
second section we studied the decay of states in its general
features: in the third we showed how institutions enter into
decadence. What we call national decay remains then to be
examined.

The distinction, we have said, 1s not difficult. National
decay 1is essentially and initially social decay; institutional
decay 1is

18
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initially and essentially political decadence. In these words
lies the whole distinction. In the term “social decay.” We
embody of course the decadence of all activities that upkeep a
society — industrial, moral, etc. The decadence of government in
free countries is produced by the social decay. In countries not
free yet in decay or going thither, the decadence of government
produces the other forms of decay that we have called social
decadence.

| It 1is obvious, =wnext we believe|, that the expression
“national decay” conveys the idea of an origin and not of a
condition; that is to say, what we call “national decadence”
does not mean that the decay is complete or incomplete, advanced

or not — 1t means merely that such decay has a national (or,
social), as opposed to institutional, origin - origin, be it
noted.

This genetic classification of decadences made, we have to
consider the classification according to extension of decay, and
this is simpler yet, the divisions being naturally decay
complete and incomplete. To this we might add — why, will soon
be seen a “semiZ-complete” decadence.

Complete is distinguished from incomplete decay by the
presence (in the latter) of sufficient elements of regeneration,
elements tending to integration.

Two roads lead to complete decadence. One — the direct and
national one — 1is that of national decay; the other i1is by
institutional. The reason 1is simple. Institutional decadence
involves slightly a national decadence, because to be possible
it needs that the people be not perfectly healthy and conscious,
and this con-
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tains the genus of national decay. If the system of authority
seemed either in crushing a public resistance or in having none
at all, it will contaminate the whole people and the decay of
the institutions will thus become the decay of the whole nation.
This is the case of the Roman Empire.

Incomplete decay is purely institutional; it never can be
national. It is always less serious. When the institutions of a
country are 1in decadence and there is an opposite and strong
current of opinion, coherent and sane, there 1is incomplete
decay, for the forces of regeneration exist and the first step
to regeneration 1s simple — the overthrow of the monarchy
/institution\

Semi-complete decay is not so easy to explain. It may be
national or institutional in origin. When originating in
institutional decadence its meaning is this: the decay of the
monarchy has produced that of the people and these are turned
passive, but nevertheless there exists, within the monarchy, a
man or men, capable of regenerating the country. When national
in origin, semi-complete decay has this meaning: these are
indeed in the nation forces of regeneration, but their end,
their program, 1is impracticable, wutopical; whence ultimately
violence, which violence, though it cannot, of course, result in
the carrying out of ideas essentially impracticable, yet shakes
the nation and wakes it from its passiveness. This may also
happen in cases of prolonged institutional (but always combined
with some national) decay, as, in the best known examples, in
the case of the French Revolution.

20
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There is this difference to be noticed in the
characteristics of regenerating forces in incomplete and semi-
complete decay: that in the first the regeneration (almost
always sure) comes from the purpose of those forces — their
concrete, positive, in[di]vidual program; while in the second
the regeneration (not always sure sometimes a hastening of
decadence) comes from the action of those forces and not at all
from their purpose, which purpose, utopical and wuntheowght ill-
conceived, bears 1n itself traces of the national decadence
whence is arises.

_V_

We believe to have here indicated, in as |clear vyet|
succinct a way as possible, the general laws, or, ¥ather, lines
of the decay of states. The precise examination of them, of
their apparent exceptions, of their complications with other
conditions, were matter, of itself, for a book and not for an
introduction to one. Our end in opening this work with the
present chapter is merely to guide the uninitiated reader in the
comprehension of the situation of Portugal, a country, as will
be seen, with in institutional, incomplete decay, in which the
forces of regeneration are in daily growth. This however is here
out of place.
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