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Simplicity of plot is, it is needless to say, requisite not only in a detective 

story, but in all kinds of novels and of stories. From this necessity of a simple plot 

we draw the conclusion that the detective story must be short, for there never is a 

problem that need up very much space. Length in one of these stories is only admitted 

when the reasoning demands it. Such if the “Mystery of Marie Roget” of Edgar Allan Poe. 

Yet even this story is not long proportionally with its reasoning. 
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Ap.ce   apolice 
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The Tale of Imagination. 

(a) Science is the basis and imagination the secondary thing. 

(b) Imagination is the basis and science the secondary thing. 
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Detective Stories. 

As the tale we are considering is based on an intellectual problem and on its 

resolution solution, it is obvious, axiomatic, that the figure of the man who resolves 

it must be the central figure. I mean by this that the detective is su ought to story is 

to be severely distinguished from the novel in which the detective comes in only to 

solve the problem. Take, as an example, that remarkable “The Leavenworth Case”; here we 

have a novel, with a love plot and a mystery, the mystery subject to the love plot. 
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